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Anti-Bullying Policy
Commitment:

Everyone at ISHR is committed to maintaining our school as a safe and caring place for all members of our school community.

As our mission statement says, “we are committed to providing a caring environment by fostering in every individual a sense that he/she is a valuable member of the community”. Therefore we treat each other with respect and we refuse to tolerate bullying in any form in our school community.

Definition of Bullying:

Our school defines bullying as follows: Bullying is unprovoked and one-sided. It happens when someone or a group of people hurts, embarrasses, frightens, threatens or leaves someone out on purpose. 

For ease of understanding, the school classifies bullying behaviour in the following categories:
Physical: Hurting someone’s body, e.g. kicking, hitting, spitting, tripping, pushing, scratching, poking

Verbal: Hurting someone with words, e.g. name-calling, taunting, sarcasm, insults, spreading rumours, 

Cyber: Hurting someone with the use of information and communication technology, e.g. posting pictures without permission, sending emails, SMS or instant messages to spread lies, insults or rumours, impersonating someone else in cyber space, sharing personal information without permission 

Social: Hurting someone’s social status, e.g. ignoring, leaving someone out on purpose, trying to get other students not to play/interact with someone, ganging up on someone

Other: Hurting someone through withholding their possessions, e.g. hiding, stealing or damaging another person’s possessions

Staff Responsibility
· Closely supervise students in all areas of the school and playground
· Be alert for signs of bullying and stop it when it happens

· Report any incidences of bullying using the bullying report form

· Follow the school’s approved anti-bullying programme

· Respond quickly and sensitively to bullying reports using the Steps to Respect Four-A Response Process and refer the child to coaching
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· Take families’ concerns about bullying seriously and initiate the school’s procedure

· Take immediate action if the safety of a student is in danger

Parent Responsibility

· Share the school’s philosophy as specified in the mission statement 

· Supervise children before/after school if applicable

· Report bullying behaviour to the school and let the school be the 3rd party intervener
· Be aware of children’s cyber interactions and be alert for abuses

· Take immediate action if the safety of a student is in danger and report the incident to a member of staff

Student Responsibility (pending on student input)
· Treat others with respect

· Refuse to bully others

· Refuse to let others be bullied

· Refuse to watch, laugh, or join in when someone is being bullied

· Try to include everyone in play, especially those often left out

· Report bullying to an adult
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